
Annual Meeting August 9, 2026
Lake Anasagunticook Association



Agenda

• Call to Order

• Remembrance

• Approval of Minutes

• Treasurer’s Report & Budget

• Ballots

• Presidents & Committee 
Updates

• Longevity Awards

• Loon Report

• Water Monitoring Report

• New Business from the Floor

• Adjournment



Remembrances

• Norma Fish

• Babe Binette

• Carol Lovejoy

• Rebecca Vincelette



Approval of 2025
Annual Meeting Minutes



Treasurer’s Report & Budget



Treasurer’s Report & Budget



Ballot  No. 1
Re-elect Directors for a term of 3 years

•Rob Bihlmeyer

•Diane Ray



Ballot  No. 2
Re-elect Directors for a term of 1 year

•Bill Gray (filling a 1-year vancancy)



Ballot  No. 3
Election of Directors for a term of 3 years

•Dan & Claire Riley (shared position)



Ballot  No. 4
Re-elect Officers for a term of 1 year

•Wesley Barry, President

•Rob Bihlmeyer, Vice President

•Diane Ray, Treasurer

•Lucille Cacciatore, Secretary



Presidents Update





Membership Committee Report



Longevity Awards

• Loon (10 years)
• Lucille Cacciatore

• Carol MacBride



2026 Loon Report
Lake Anasagunticook Association

Cyndi Philips



2026 Water Monitoring Report
Lake Anasagunticook Association

Wesley Barry



Monitoring Station



Secchi Disc Transparency
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Secchi Disc Transparency

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
  
  
  
 
  

    

                    
          

Date courtesy Thomas Hamilton and Wesley Barry



Dissolved Oxygen



Dissolved Oxygen

Mr. Brian Oram, PG, Water Research Center - Dissolved Oxygen in Water, Streams, Watershed



Dissolved Oxygen



Dissolved Oxygen



Dissolved Oxygen



Dissolved Oxygen



Data courtesy Wesley Barry

Dissolved Oxygen



Data courtesy Wesley Barry

Dissolved Oxygen



Data courtesy Wesley Barry

Temperature



Trophic States

Raj, Anjali & Jamwal, Priyanka. (2020). How do excess nutrients cause problems in lakes?. 



Phosphorus

Parasana, Nautam & Shah, Manan & Unnarkat, Ashish. (2022). Recent advances in developing innovative sorbents for phosphorus 
removal—perspective and opportunities. Environmental Science and Pollution Research. 29. 1-32. 10.1007/s11356-022-19662-5. 



Phosphorus
Total Phosphorus for Lake Anasagunticook (Surface Grab).

Surface Grab in ppb or µg/l

Year June July August September October

2013 8 9 7

2015 4 5 6

2017 7 6 5 6

2018 6 4 4

2019 6 5 6

2020 5 6 5

2021 9 5 5

2022 6 3 7

2023 8 9 9

2024 6 9 4 7

2025 4 6 5

2026 6

Date courtesy Thomas Hamilton and Wesley Barry



Gloeotrichia

By Photographer: Barry Rosen, U.S. Geological Survey - 
http://gallery.usgs.gov/photos/12_07_2009_s85Are1QPk_12_07_2009_0#.Ur8Bh_fTnrd, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=30370525



Gloeotrichia



Gloeotrichia

Date courtesy Thomas Hamilton and Wesley Barry



Ice-Out

    

    

    

    

   

    

    

   

 
 
  
 
  
  
 
 

    

                                

Date courtesy Thomas Hamilton



Questions?



New Business



Adjournment

2027 Event Dates

Lake Days: August 14th

Annual Meeting: August 15th



The Clean Water Act

Photos by Charles Steinhacker, 1973



A Distributed Problem

Credit: Larry Sanford

Credit: Kirk St Peters

Credit: Tristan Taber



Foresight: Distributed Approach

Credit: Maine DEP



WHAT IS COMMUNITY SCIENCE?

Public participation in scientific research

 Expands geographic coverage

 Supports long-term monitoring

 Builds scientific literacy

 Bonney et al. 2009, BioScience



WHY VOLUNTEER MONITORING 

MATTERS

 Agency capacity alone is insufficient

 Frequent sampling May–September

 Long-term data continuity

 Dickinson et al. 2012



Our Mission

To protect Maine lakes and to promote lake stewardship 

through widespread citizen participation in the gathering 

and dissemination of credible scientific information pertaining 

to lake health.



Our Treasured Volunteers



Aquatic Invasive Species 
Program

www.lakestewardsofmaine.org

Water Quality Program

LSM FLAGSHIP PROGRAMS



Community Watershed 
Surveys and Grants Lake Ice Cover Tracking

https://www.lakestewardsofmaine.org/volunteer-programs-tools/

And….

• Cyanobacteria

• eDNA Sampling

• Gloeotrichia

• Invasive Crayfish

• Metaphyton

• Native Lake Plant Species Surveys

OTHER PROGRAMS

https://www.lakestewardsofmaine.org/volunteer-programs-tools/
https://www.lakestewardsofmaine.org/volunteer-programs-tools/
https://www.lakestewardsofmaine.org/volunteer-programs-tools/
https://www.lakestewardsofmaine.org/volunteer-programs-tools/
https://www.lakestewardsofmaine.org/volunteer-programs-tools/


EDUCATION



www.lakesofmaine.org

Has data on:

• Water Quality,

• Lake Plants,

• Geomorphology,

• (Audubon) Loons,

• (IF&W) Fishes,

• Boat Launches,

• Conservation land,

• and more…

DATA REPOSITORY



www.lakestewardsofmaine.org/resources/water-column-newsletter/

NEWSLETTER



Partnerships



www.lakeprotectioncoalition.org/act-now/

_ Maine State House, Augusta CC4.0 Quintin Soloviev_ 

Advocacy Matters...
at the State…
in your town…

to your neighbors.
It Matters for the Lakes.

LAKE PROTECTION COALITION



The Value of Simple Water 

Quality Monitoring

Collected water 

quality data on ~85% 

of all Maine lake 
acreage



POWER OF LONG-TERM DATA

 Reveals climate trends

 Supports policy decisions

 Improves statistical reliability

 Carpenter et al. 2011



LAKES AS CLIMATE SENTINELS

 Integrate watershed & climate signals

 Track temperature & nutrient shifts

 Williamson et al. 2009



 Relative stability?

 These are not in fact random…

 Higher sampling, higher 

stewardship.

 Examples like Sebasticook for lake 

management.

 Increase of Cyanos? Temperature 

and historic nutrients? Timeframe 

for seed stock population boom?

LSM WATER QUALITY DATA

Cyanobacteria on Watching (5040) © E Burnell



DEVELOPMENT PRESSURE…



NON-POINT SOURCE POLLUTION

 Shoreline erosion and buffer removal

 Improper construction near waterbodies

 Failing septic systems

 Stormwater runoff and phosphorus pollution

 Wetland disturbances and unpermitted filling

 Reckhow et al. (1980); Chapra and Canale (1991); Vanni 
et al. (2011); Zhang et al. (2019); Nürnberg et al. (2020); 
Rosen et al. (2020); Huser et al. (2021); Robertson et al. 
(2021); Meadows et al. (2025)



CHANGE IN THOUGHT

NON-POINT POLLUTION AND 

CLIMATE CHANGE

THE LAST STRAW

The Camel Driver. "NOW, WHICH 

HUMP HAD THIS BETTER GO ON?“

The Camel. "IT'S ALL THE SAME TO 

ME. IT'S BOUND TO BREAK MY 

BACK ANYHOW."

The Project Gutenberg eBook of Punch, or the 

London Charivari, Volume 159, November 24, 1920



NON-POINT POLLUTION AND 

CLIMATE CHANGE ARE THE 

THREAT TO MAINE’S LAKES

 We are facing the combined “weight” of 

years of agriculture, forestry, residential 

development.

 Climate change exacerbates the issue.

 Many Lakes are on the tipping point.

The Project Gutenberg eBook of Punch, or the 

London Charivari, Volume 159, November 24, 1920

Pe



WHAT TO DO…

       INTERCEPT RAINFALL…



WHAT TO DO…

       WATCH THE ANOXIA



WHAT TO DO…

       WATCH THE ANOXIA… LATE SUMMER



WHAT TO DO…

       MONITOR OVER TIME – SECCHI



WHAT TO DO…

       MONITOR OVER TIME – TEMPERATURE (AT 2 M)



WHAT TO DO…

       MONITOR OVER TIME – OXYGEN (AT 10 M)



Phone: 207-783-7733

Email: stewards@lakestewardsme.org

Lake Stewards of Maine

www.lakestewardsofmaine.org 

Lakes of Maine

www.lakesofmaine.org 

Contact Us

http://www.lakestewardsofmaine.org/
http://www.lakesofmaine.org/
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