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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
 YouÕve heard or read the exciting news around 

the lake.  AVCOG approved the grant request for 
a new dam and progress is being made to take 

the necessary steps to commence construction.

 First, an Advisory Committee had to be ap-

pointed.  Second, an administrator had to be 

hired, third, an engineering firm selected to 
chose the construction company and fourth, the 

EPA must conduct a two-phase study of the 

property to look for potential hazardous materi-

als, and then decide what to do if some are 

found.  It is my understanding that steps one 
through three are completed and the EPA

results are pending.

 The grant is for $500,000.  The preliminary es-

timate for building the dam was $665,000.  The 

shortfall has to be raised somehow so your Lake 
Association Board committed to try 

and fill the gap.

 A few of the LAA board members formed a 

Capital Campaign Committee to brainstorm and 

plan for the campaign.

ÒLetÕs Give A Dam TogetherÓ is the result.  

Hopefully you have received the initial mailing 

asking for your participation and donation.

 To date we have $79,000 in cash and pledges 

or 48% of the total needed. And thatÕs in just 
three weeks.  We need to keep the momentum 

going.  If you havenÕt contributed yet please 

consider the possibility.  We readily 

accept five year pledges.  For example $1000/

year for five years.  Your donations are 
tax deductible.

 Recognition levels have been set and at some 

point we hope to have a permanent public  

monument near the dam to 

reflect the following gifts:
Benefactor      $5000 or more

(We have seven so far)
Gate Keeper    $2500 to $4999

(We have three)
Pier Builder    $1000 to $2499

(We have nine to date)
Foundation Builder       $500 to $999

(currently two)
Bedrock Supporter       $100 to $499

(there are eleven)
  We are well on the way to making our com-
mitment.  Join our winning program.  Any do-

nation will help.
Biff Atwater President.

LETÕS GIVE A DAM TOGETHER!



ÒHigh quality water is more than 
the dream of the conservationists, 
more than a political slogan; high 

quality water, in the right 
quantity at the right place at the 
right time, is essential to health, 

recreation, and economic 
growth.Ó  

Edmund Muskie

Lake Day is August 14 th , 2010 
Hartford Public Beach Bring Your  Own 

Drinks and Food. 11:00 am till 2:00 pm.  

Annual Meeting is 
August 15th, 2010

Hartford Town Hall 10 AM
CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR NEW INFO

CLICK ON THE NEW DAM PAGES
WWW.LAKEANASAGUNTICOOK.ORG
READ THE LATEST ABOUT THE DAM

Note: The newsletter will
appear in color on the website.

NEW FEATURE FOR THE LAA
Join Friends of Lake Anasagunticook

on Facebook.  Pictures, chat, comments  
are welcome.

2010 Dues Due
 How can you tell if you have paid 

your dues this year? Turn to the ad -
dress label on this Newsletter.    

Just above your name and address,   
you will see the last year your dues 

were paid.  If your label says 
Ò0000Ó, we have not yet been able to 

convince you of our need for your 
support.  

Dues are $10 per person per year.
Please join the Lake Association.  

We have interesting projects. Help 
us help the lake.

BE SMART Ð SIGN UP FOR 

LakeSmart!
You!ve probably heard about the 

LakeSmart program. ItÕs hard for anyone to 
be really well informed about it, with all the 
excitement about the new dam and raising 

money to pay for it.   But for the sake of the 
next generation, we need to look ahead to a 
time when the new dam is paid for, to the is-
sues of invasive plants AND algae blooms, so 
here is an explanation and a Òcall to actionÓ for 

the LakeSmart program. 
LakeSmart is a program to let any property 

owner on a lake in Maine know what features 
his/her property has that will prevent it from 
discharging runoff that would be ÒunhealthyÓ 
for the lake and what can be done to improve 
any problems that are found.  The program is 
mostly aimed at preventing pollution from 

rainwater that picks up phosphorus, but also 
focuses on septic tank overflow, 

fuel oil and fertilizer.
One must realize that any water runoff into 

the lake picks up phosphorus from soil and 
rock, and excess phosphorus causes algae 

growth or ÒbloomsÓ, green muck that has many 
bad effects.  We would like to have any water, 
from rain or other sources, from our properties, 

soak back into the soil, or not carry any soil, 
before it enters the lake.   

In our first year of participation, Lake Ana-
sagunticook, through the work of Judy Hamil-
ton and some property owners, became the sec-
ond highest scoring lake in Maine, out of the 35 

participating.  LetÕs keep this 
momentum going!

(continued next page, left column)

http://WWW.LAKEANASAGUNTICOOK.ORG
http://WWW.LAKEANASAGUNTICOOK.ORG


LakeSmart (continued)
HereÕs how it works!........

First, any property owner on the shore of a 
participating lake (such as ours) may sign up to 
have their property surveyed. (Please do; in-
structions are below! 

Second, the owner is asked pertinent ques-
tions about the property. Then a group  of 
trained ÒscreenersÓ look over the property  and 
rate it in certain areas including, the driveway, 
the building, the yard, and the shoreline.

      Each area is rated by a point system. If three 
out of Þve areas of any property are suggested to 
deserve a ÒrecognitionÓ based on the score they 
receive, the information is forwarded to a group 
of paid professionals, at the county Soil & Water 
Conservation District for a review. If they agree 
with the screenersÕ ratings, and the property re-
ceives recognitions in three of the Þve areas, it 
receives an ÒawardÓ.  The award comes with a 
plaque, and helps the lake boost its rating in the 
state.  But all property owners receive advice 
on what they can do to make their property more 
ÒLakeSmartÓ.   
*lease call or email Jack Atwater 518-279-9363 
or (207) 597-2965, or redpolls@verizon.net 
or Judy Hamilton (207) 597-2604 or 
maÞnch@megalink.net to SIGN UP for this pro-
gram which is SO VERY important for our lake.  
There will be no obligation at all, just a better 
knowledge of the good and not-so-good features 
of your propertyÕs contribution to the health of 
our lake. 

     In the near future you will be able to learn 
more about LakeSmart on our Website, 

www.lakeanasagunticook.org.
 Thank you for protecting the future 

of our lovely lake! 
submitted by

 Jack Atwater, LakeSmart Co-ordinator

Lake Days Picnic Ð Aug. 14

Your Lake Association is holding its annual 
picnic on the Hartford Town Beach starting at 

11:00 AM Saturday August 14th. 
We are hoping that everyone will come to 

enjoy the get-together.  Everyone means you, 
member of the Association or not.  

All are welcome .  
This is a bring your own lunch and drinks af -

fair (no alcoholic beverages please) and offers 
an opportunity to meet new friends and 

visit with old.
Fundraising for the association is one of the 

functions of the picnic. and the principal
 fundraising function of the association. We 

rely heavily on donated items to raffle during 
the picnic.  Please, be generous with your gifts 

for the raffle table.  
Raffle tickets will be sold at the picnic at 
$1.00 per ticket, seven tickets for $5.00.
The raffle continues until all items have 

been claimed.
In previous years weÕve had 
dinners at local restaurants,
ice cream cone certificates,

hardware items,
plants, home grown fruit and vegetables,

games, collectibles, sports equipment, soft 
drinks and more.

WeÕre planning on having a grill so you can buy 
hotdogs and hamburgers.  

Sodas will be available too.
Games?  You want games?  

ChildrenÕs games will be planned.
Adult games like decorate your boat contest,

horseshoes, sailing if the wind permits.
Excitement!  Come and bring your friends.  

The more the merrier.
!

!          DECORATE 
     YOUR BOAT.
    WIN A PRIZE!!

mailto:redpolls@verizon.net
mailto:redpolls@verizon.net
mailto:mafinch@megalink.net
mailto:mafinch@megalink.net
http://www.lakeanasagunticook.org
http://www.lakeanasagunticook.org


A DAM SITE.  CLEANER!!
On behalf of the Advisory Committee, I want to extend our gratitude to the 24 

volunteers who helped with the clean-up of the dam properties on Saturday, June 
19th.  Thank you Norm Trenaweth for brush-hogging the Þeld.  We hope to now 

keep those tall grasses cut. Thank you Larry Giroux, Craig Greeley, Tom & 
Jolene Adley, Mike & Peg McCluskey, Linda & Mike Ranhoff, Ray & Polly 

Bussiere, Mitzie & Rob Turnbull, Mark Blanchette, Tracy Wing, Connor Avril, 
Mac & Archie Ray, Mac Carter, Leslie & Daryl Boness, Bill Gray, Scotty Kilbreth, 

Alan Ray, who spent a lot of energy in the beautiful sunshine removing brush 
from the embankments between the temporary dam and the old Þrehouse. Brush 
weakens the granite blocks that rip-rap the banks along the brook and needs to 

be cut back on a regular basis. 
Thank you Tom and Jolene Adley for providing and planting 6-8 oaks and maples 
and 10-12 lilacs along the top of the banks of the brook as the Þrst step in revital-

izing the dam properties. Thank you Polly Bussiere and Jackie Conant 
for providing a refreshing lunch for the crew.

And a special thank you to Mac Ray, who gave part of his little Þnger to operation 
of the temporary dam.

The dam project has received support from many volunteers from Canton, Hart-
ford, Water District, the lake and millpond associations over the past three years. 

Clearly no individual group could have done this project alone 
And together, as a combined community, much progress has been made 

thanks to all of you. The Saturday cleanup is a prime example of the teamwork 
which will hopefully result in a new permanent dam by the end of next year.

Submitted by Judy Hamilton, Secretary CDBG Advisory Committee
(See photos of the cleanup results on the next page)

The annual meeting of your Lake Association is being held on AUGUST 15th, 
10:00 AM at the Hartford Town Meeting Hall.  We know of no watershed issues that 

will come before the board.  And it is time again to elect ofÞcers and new board 
members to oversee the operation of the association.  You must be a current 

member (have your dues been paid?) to vote.  Special again this year is another 

SUPER RAFFLE.   
Tickets will be available right up till the end of the annual meeting.  Take you 

chance on a quilt, a weekend in Boston, a $200 LLBean gift certiÞcate, Structural 
Integration and a half-canoe bookcase.  Note: The Red Sox tickets will have been 

rafßed off before the annual meeting..





LAA BOARD OF  DIRECTORS

 OFFICERS:
 PRESIDENT : Biff Atwater      wmatwater at comcast.ne t

 VICE-PRESIDENT : Bill Gray farmme04221 at hotmail.com
 SECRETARY :  Terry Hinkley           loons91 at hotmail.com
 TEASURER :  Gary Dougherty      gdougherty8 at aol.com

 
DIRECTORS:

 1 Year:  Russ Adams          maineduckman at yahoo.com
  Leslie Boness               boness at megalink.net
!         Ralph Neer                   ralphneer at gmail.com
  Rick Ray                     dianepfi at megalink.net
  2 Years:  Jack Atwater               redpolls at verizon.net
 Elizabeth Garcia-OÕKeefe     egravalos at yahoo.com
  3 Years:  Shawn Henderson Hendersons at megalink.net
        Rusty Knight           rustyk1 at myfairpoint.net

LAA Website: http//www.lakeanasagunticook.org
LAA Email Network  wmatwater at comcast.net

Facebook: Friends of Lake Anasagunticook

Lake Anasagunticook Association
P.O. Box 411
Canton, ME  04221

Return Service Requested

LAA Membership 2010

Dues $10/person  "              ___________
T-Shirt  $18 incl shipping             ___________
Dam It Hat  $13  Ò   Ò                    ___________
Dam Fund " "               ___________
Water Quality Monitoring Fund    ___________
Unencumbered Fund" "  ___________
TOTAL! ! !  _________

Make Check Payable to LAA
Send to:

LAA
PO Box 411

Canton, ME 04221

Please include your mailing label 
& a name for each member.

-----------------------------------------------
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