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LAKE DAY
AUGUST 9 @ 11:00 AM

Coming soon, Saturday the ninth, to be exact (the
day before the annual meeting to which you are also
invited), is Lake Day. This year we include picnic,
kid’s games, raffle, a decorated boat contest and an

all-around great social event at Hartford Beach.

Whether you’re a long-time participant or a

newcomer, come one, come all!! Not an Association

Member? Makes no difference you are welcome.

The picnic will include the great events from past

years plus the extra beach space due to the low
water level. Food and beverages are still BYO.

Some have brought their own chairs as sitting is
limited unless you like sand in your britches. To add

to the fun, we hope to have a rep from the DEP to
provide a program that is fun and educational. Last
time the rep showed us how to dye t-shirts with lake

protecting messages.

If you’d like to bring a prize to contribute to our
raffle (prizes too numerous to mention) you can
make things even more fun. The revenue from the
raffle will go into the association dam fund and
eventually help with the permanent solution to the
dam dilemma.

The Boat Decoration Contest will have two
divisions: pontoon boats and all others. Prizes will
be based on beauty, originality, and whatever else
pleases the judge(s). No bribes allowed, expected or
accepted. Make sure you see the boats up close and
meet the creators of the beautiful craft.

To get to the Hartford Beach from Canton, go up
Staples Hill Road, continue on Church Street then
turn right into Pine Shores to the parking lot. From
Hartford, turn left of Church Street into Pine Shores.
We hope to see many people there. Please come and
help make it the biggest and best Lake Day
celebration in the history of the Lake.

Submitted by Jack Atwater

Lake Anasagu

Volume 14 Issue 2
2008

Nnticook
Associration
Newsletter

FLASH FLASH FLASH
FLASH

July 26, 2008 It has been reported that
Canton residents today voted to allow the
town to proceed with the taking of the Lake
Anasagunticook dam by eminent domain!

QuickTime™ and a
decompressor
are needed to see this picture.

Selectmen move to take Canton
dam by eminent domain

By Mary Standard, Special to the Sun Journal
Saturday, July 19, 2008

CANTON - Selectmen on Friday voted to file
an eminent domain appeal against Lake
Anasagunticook dam owner Raymond
Fortier of Sabattus and to pay him $10,000
on advice of their attorney, Jack Conway.
Dwyer and Associates lists the appraised
value of the dam and property at zero. The
Board of Selectmen on Friday signed
condemnation papers, which will be given to
the town clerk on Saturday to file and send
to Fortier. A special town meeting on the
issue was scheduled for 9 a.m. Saturday,
July 26, at the Municipal Center. The article
will read, "To see if the town will approve
taking the dam and property by eminent
domain." Board Chairman Scotty Gilbreth
said once the town has possession of the
dam and gets a permit, work can begin on a
temporary dam to keep the water level in
the lake constant until a new dam can be
built. Judy Hamilton of the dam committee
said people are ready to get started on the
temporary dam as soon as they get the
permit. People who own shorefront
property on the lake have entered their
second summer with a low water level.
These residents pay a large portion of the




(continued on page 2)

(cont. from page one)

tax dollars in Canton and Hartford. Both
towns were seeing requests  for
abatements on their taxes from lakeshore
owners. Should this happen, all taxes
would rise. In May 2007, Fortier was
ordered by Commissioner of the
Department of Defense, Veterans and
Emergency Management John W. Libby to
leave the overflow sluice gates at the dam
open and clear of the water. This order
followed a state inspection on December 4,
2006, which said the integrity, structural
stability, function and operation of the dam
constituted a threat to public safety. Fortier
had repeatedly failed to comply. He could
not be reached for comment Friday night.
The town offered in April to buy the dam
from Fortier for $60,000. He declined, after
first saying he would accept the offer.

22999
A Note About LakeSmart

At press time is appears we may be either in first place
or tied for first as the lake with the most awards. By
percentage of available properties we are far and away

the leader in the state.

Thanks to everyone that has participated. For those
that need improvement, the LAA may be able to help.

PRESIDENT’S CORNER

It appears that a lot of progress has been
made to find the solution to the dam problem.
Thanks and praise to the CORE Group and the
Canton Officials who have done all the work.
There is a lot more to do and the direction now
seems a lot clearer. Great news about the vote!

Thanks to the Selectmen and residents of
both Canton and Hartford for appropriating funds
to allow the process to continue.

There are still other threats to our lake.
First is the continuing road erosion problem seen
in the watershed. The Maine Legislature is
considering charging private road owners a fee if
they don’t properly maintain their private ways.
There are good and bad ways to maintain camp
roads. More on that later. (cont. on right column)

INVASIVE PLANT WORKSHOP
ON JuLY 2", The Lake Association
hosted an invasives workshop at
the Hartford Town Hall. It was
attended by 21 people from four

different lakes and ponds
including co-host Bear Pond and
Worthley. Students from

Farmington also participated.

We learned the Dbasics of
identification from a slide
presentation and hands on plant
analysis with samples provided by
the Maine Volunteer Lake
Monitoring Program, Center for
Invasive Aquatic Plants.

In addition, we learned about
the costs involved trying to
eliminate invasives once they
appear in the lake. We also
learned how to conduct a lake
survey. If you see a team (2 or
more) peering into a bucket from
over the side of a boat, give them
wide berth and leave their Dbuoys
in the water. Each survey area
must be marked and mapped. If
you’re curious and would like to
help please contact Biff Atwater,
Buzz Croston or John Convey.
We’ll get you involved.

Second, is the problem of aquatic
invasives. We now have members trained to
identify them. Now we need to start the surveys —
and do the work. We also need boat monitors to
help keep invasive plants out of the lake.

The third problem is land based invasive
plants. Yes, we already have them. While doing
LakeSmart evaluations, a healthy stand of
Japanese Knotweed was discovered. Apparently
the only way to kill off this plant is to slowly
poison it. But the process gets complicated
because the site is close to the lake.

Our work is challenging and will be made
lighter by many hands. Please join the
Association or volunteer. We can use the help.
Biff Atwater, President and Editor



Remember to sign up for the LakeSmart

program. We need more participants.

LakeSmart Award

Members Projects (no particular order)
Finance Committee:

Lake Water Quality:
Hiking Trails, Conservation:
Canton Liaison:

Hartford Liaison:

Canton Beach Railing
Wildlife & Loon Protection:
Lake Days & Social Events
501(c)(3)

1

i:nvasive Plants

Fund Raising

#

Web Site$

Inventory of Gravel Roads
LakeSmart Issues

E-mail Distribution & Newsletter:

Wildlife and Loons

Lake Day is August 9™, 2008
Hartford Public Beach Bring Your
Own Drinks and Food.
11:00am ftill 2:00pm.

The LAA Annual Meeting will
be Sunday, August 10"
starting at 10:00am at the

Hartford Town Hall
Officers

Directors}
1 Year:

2 Year:

3 Year:
#
Newsletter Editor:

CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR NEW INFO
CLICK ON THE NEW DAM PAGES
WWW.LAKEANASAGUNTICOOK.ORG
READ THE LATEST ABOUT THE DAM

2008/2009 Dues Due

How can vyou tell 1if you have
paid your dues this year? Turn to the
address label on this Newsletter.
Just above your name and address, you
will see the last year your dues were
paid. If your 1label says “0000”, we
have not yet been able to convince
you of our need for your support.
Dues are now $10 per person per year.
Please join the LAA




We’ve Got Something
for Red Sox Fans!!
The Core Group for a
Permanent Solution to
the Dam is running a
raffle to benefit the
Canton Dam Fund. The winning
ticket will be drawn on August
16" and some lucky person will
have four tickets to the September
13"" home game against the Toronto
Blue Jays. Raffle tickets are
selling for $5 each or five
tickets for $20. There are only
600 raffle tickets available to
win these excellent seats in Row
11, Section 27 behind third base.
Both town offices in Canton and
Hartford currently have raffle
tickets for sale. Contact Polly
Bussiere by calling 207-597-2762
or by email at
raybussiere@yahoo.com or send your
order and payment to LAA, 23
Pinehaven Drive, Hartford, ME
04220.

Super Dam Raffle

The usual Lake Days Raffle with
its vast array of prizes will be
held on the Hartford Beach
Saturday, August 9. All proceeds
will benefit the LAA Dam Fund.

On Sunday, August 10, following
the Annual Meeting, six lucky
winners of the Super Dam Raffle
will be drawn. PRIZE #1 is a 45-
minute plane ride over the lake
and the surrounding area donated
by Marc Beaulieu of

Marc’s Auto Body in
Auburn. PRIZE # 2 -
The Adams family
has donated the use
of their family
cabin on the lake
for up
to six
people
for a

weekend during foliage season. LAA
members and skilled craftsmen have
contributed PRIZE # 3, a Half-
Canoe Bookcase by Mike Swanick and
PRIZE # 4, a Japanese Garden Gong
by Bob MacNeil. PRIZE # 5 is a
$200 L.L. Bean gift card and PRIZE
# 6, a $200 gas card donated by
Jack and Gisele Atwater complete
the six prizes in the Super Dam
Raffle. Raffle tickets are
available at $5 a piece or six for
$20. On each ticket you are asked
to select the prize for which your
ticket is entered. Like the Lake
Days Raffle, the proceeds benefit
the LAA Dam Fund but, unlike the
Saturday raffle, you need not be
present to win. Fill out the
ticket on this newsletter cover
and return it with your payment.
Raffle tickets will be entered in
your name and stubs will be mailed
to you. Raffle tickets are also
available at both town offices,
local businesses and from all LAA
directors.

You Could Be A Winner!!!




