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Lake Anasagunticook  
Association  

          Newsletter
 
 
 

RAFFLE : RAFFLE : RAFFLE  
The LAA is sponsoring a calendar  
raffle for the month of November. 

Raffle tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20. 
Each weekday during the month of    

November one (1) ticket will be drawn 
for a daily prize of $25.  Special $50 

prizes will be drawn on  
November 4th (Voting Day),  

November 11th (Veterans Day),  
& November 27th (Thanksgiving Day). 
Winning tickets will be returned to the 
drawing pool so the same tickets may 

win more than once. 
Please see board members or Polly 

Bussiere for more details, raffle 
calendars and tickets.  Tickets are still 
available at the town halls. It!s not too 
late to enter.    Phone (207) 597-2762. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

PRESIDENTÕS LETTER 
 

We are dedicated to saving the 
lake.  We currently participate in  

LakeSmart, have an embryonic 
effort to investigate and monitor 

the entire lake for invasive aquatic  
species.  We support efforts to 

properly maintain gravel and camp 
roads, and are actively doing fund 
raising to help with a permanent 

dam solution.   
There are many other projects 
being contemplated and we need 

more active members or volunteers 
to supply the manpower needed. 

We are at a turning point.  Many 
property owners have participated 
in LakeSmart but the process has 
not been institutionalized.  A few 

owners who have won awards  
appear to have decided that 
shoreline zoning laws apply 

elsewhere.  Others who received 
recognition have had no follow-up 
or made recommended changes.  

The health of the Lake, especially 
now, depends on all of us to follow 
guidelines that will keep the lake 

clean and clear.  
So, when asked, please help. 
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       Fall    2008  
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The Pirates of Lake Anasagunticook  2008 2008
  

 
 

The Winners!!  

 
Undivided Attention!!  

 
 

 
 

Another ticket being drawn.  
 

  
 
 

 
 

Games Before the Rain !! 
 

 
 
 

Who is hiding under the towel?  
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The annual LakeDay celebration picnic went off without a hitch except for Mother 
Nature who decided to intervene and cause a hurried end to the festivities.  The 

Association made $429 from raffle and hot dog sales, one of the most successful 
and best raffles ever.  Thanks to all the merchants and members who donated 
the prizes.  It seemed that there were more participants and the hot dog were a 

wonder!  So thanks to everyone for participating. 

 
2008 LakeSmart Awards 

Jeff & Kathy Murray 
Tom Harvey 
Ralph Neer 

David & Marjory Kraske 
Donna & Terry Harvey 

Scott & Karen Craig  
2008 LakeSmart Recognition 

Town of Hartford Beach 
Issac & April Haylock 

Shawn & Karen Henderson 
Carroll & BJ Ferguson 
Scott & Paula Sullivan 

Ron Pouliot 
Mike Manning 

Dana & Catherine Lekberg 
Harry Haylock 

 

NEW EAGLE MEMBERS  
Last year your association chose to 
start a new recognition program to 
acknowledge those who have been 
members for twenty (20) continuous 

years.  We inducted four (4) last  
year and had the pleasure at the  

Annual Meeting to add: 
Glen Appleton 

Ron and Irene Garry 
Norman Kelly 

Tim and Mary Ellen Kirwan 
Ann Poland 

Dominick Ranucci 
Larry Savarese 

Al and Fay Somes 
Margi and John Taylor 

Philippe & Jacqueline Turgeon 

NEW LOO N MEMBERS  

Each year your Association 
recognizes members for the 

extended service and continuous 
support as measured by their 

contribution of dues.  Those that 
reach the ten-year (10) milestone  
receive the Loon Member Status.  

The New Loon Members this year 
are: 

 
Joanne & Gayton Bartlett 
Julie and Craig Carlson 

Helen Clinton 
Joe and Donna Cloonan 
John and Beth Convey 
Bj and Carroll Ferguson 

Glenice and John Gardner 
Bill and Carolyn Gray 

Dana and Mary Hamilton 
Bruce, Paula and Kristi Harting 

Tom Harvey 
Chris Hastedt and Burt Brewer  

Harold Jones 
Rusty and Kathy Knight 

Dave Kraske 
 

It comes to mind that I may have 
overlooked someone or some family.   

If I have, I apologize and feel sure  
that a correction will be brought to  
my attention before the next issue.  
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HARTFORD HERITAGE SOCIETY   
Invites Part ic ipat ion From LAA Members  

 
Lake Anasagunticook has had a significant influence on the heritage of Hartford.  From its earliest 

days it has provided sustenance to those who have lived on its shores or migrated through the area, be 
they fish or fowl, two-legged or four.  As the Hartford Heritage Society works to bring Hartford’s 
history and heritage to more, we have two upcoming projects with which we would appreciate the 

participation of the entire Lake Anasagunticook Association community and your friends and families 
too!   

 
First, we will be hosting a HARTFORD HERITAGE DAY  on June 13,  2009 .  The day 

will be filled with events of interest to all.  Please put the date on your calendars.  Also come and 
share your ideas at our meetings as we get this day coordinated, or write or email the HHS (c/o Leslie, 
address below) with your suggestions as to what you may wish to see included on this day and how 

we can make this event educational and fun.   
 

Second, we are compiling a booklet which will be available at our Hartford Heritage Day, with stories 
about the townspeople of the past.  We need your memories, your stories and reminiscences about 

your homes and when and how they were built, those who you have known as neighbors and friends, 
those “good stories” that get passed from generation to generation; we want to get them all on paper 
before they disappear.  You may share them with us by simply writing them down and getting them 

to  
Leslie Boness, putting them on tape and she will type them, or calling her and she’ll arrange to come 

to your home, or invite you to hers for tea and stories.  She’ll do the writing, you do the tales!  
Call Leslie at 597-2333 or mail to Green Acres Inn, 41 Green Acres Rd. Hartford, ME 04220-5035 or  

email  leslieboness@gmail.com  We want to get the essence of those who have made  
“Hartford” the town it is today.   

 
We thank everyone for your support of the Hartford Heritage Society.  We are currently planning the 
necessary future renovation projects for the J. & O. Irish Museum.  If you haven’t been through the 

Museum, do plan on a visit next summer.  We are open on Sunday afternoons throughout the 
summer.  

 If you have historical items of interest from Hartford and are looking for a place to donate them, do 
think of the Hartford Heritage Society.  As we continue museum renovations, we hope to be able to 
display more items which have ties to Hartford’s heritage.  We also welcome new members.  You 

don’t have to live in Hartford to be a member, you just need an interest in Hartford’s “Heritage.”  The 
larger our membership the more projects we may undertake as we keep history alive for future 

generations.  We look forward to your participation.  Our dues are only $2.00, the best deal going 
these days!  

Call Beulah Brown at (207) 597- 2073 and join today! 
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Update on the Lake Anasagunticook Dam  
October 21, 2008 by Judy Hamilton, Secretary Core Group, LAA 

Treasurer  
 
 The Town of Canton now owns the dam. Appraiser Dan Dwyer, of Dwyer 
Associates in August a, found the liability on the dam to be significantly 
more than the properties marketable value and, therefore, reported the dam 
properties value as ÒnilÓ. A special Canton town meeting was held on July 26 
and Canton voters approved the eminent domain taki ng and set the damages at 
$10,000.  A check was sent to the dam owner for $10,000; the deeds were 
transferred to the Town of Canton and registered with the Registry of Deeds 
in South Paris.  
 
 In August, a Natural Resources Protection Act [NRPA] application  was 
submitted to DEP for a permit to build a temporary, sand bag dam between 
Whitney Brookside and Canton Water District properties, approximately half 
way between the lake and the current dam.  The temporary dam will be owned 
and maintained by the Canton  Water District.  On September 26, DEP voiced 
their concern about the use of sandbags, vulnerable to damage from exposure 
to sunlight and ice, over the three - year period on the application.  
Restricting the use of sandbags from April to November may answer  DEPÕs 
major concerns so a spring installation looks more possible. Materials have 
been donated and labor volunteered so the expenses for installing a 
temporary dam should be minimal.  
 
 There is no interest in repairing the current dam so the plan is to 
re move it and build a new dam at the old bridge piers just upstream of the 
current dam. The designs, plans and costs of new construction and removal of 
the old dam are still under consideration.  Requests for proposals for a 
three - phase construction project will be sent to engineers and engineering 
firms in Maine in the near future.  It is these final designs and plans that 
will dictate the estimated costs and our fundraising goal for the project.  
 
 Voters in Canton and Hartford have appropriated $22,000 and  $20,000        
respectfully to covers initial expenses.  The LAA dam fund currently holds a 
little over $8,000.  Private contributions to the Canton Dam Fund currently 
exceed $5,000.  Fundraising efforts have begun.  A Red Sox ticket raffle and 
the LAA Su per Dam Raffle were successful in raising over $5,500 this summer.  
Our current fundraiser, the November Calendar Raffle needs your support.  
Donations to the Canton Dam Fund and the LAA Dam Fund are gratefully being 
accepted.  Once the final cost estimate s are known, grants and/or low 
interest loans will be sought as to meet the fundraising goals.  
 
 Once a new dam is in place and the old one removed, the final phase 
(operation and maintenance of the new structure) will begin.  The Canton 
Water District has  committed to making regular inspections of both the 
temporary and permanent dams and to maintaining water levels.  An inter -
local agreement will be brought to the voters of Canton and Hartford calling 
for equal cost sharing of the permanent structure once  it is paid for and 
operational.  
 
 The Core Group continues to meet every other Monday evening at 6:30 PM 
in the Canton Town Office and all are welcome.  The dam project continues to 
be a community effort for the preservation of the lake and the quality of  
the watershed.  We look forward to your continued support!  
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Lake Anasagunticook Association  

TreasurerÕs Report  
October  27,  2008    

 
 

Description  

 
Budgeted  

For  
2007 - 2008  

Income and 
Expenditures  

To Date  
2007 - 2008  

Approved  
Budget  

For  
2008 - 2009  

Income:     
Dues 2,500.00  1,890.00  2,500.00  
Donations  1,000.00  2,966.97  1,500.00  
  C. Mahoney Memorial to Dam Fund  0 300.00  0 
Interest & Dividends  450.00  460.49  500.00  
Lake Days Raffle  450.00  387.00  450.00  
T- shirts  700.00  504.56  500.00  
Lake Maps  60.00  46.19  30.00  
Fundraising for the Dam    5,000.00  
  Super Dam Raffle   3,160.00   
  ÒDam It!Ó hats   240.00   
  Taitt shirts   40.00   
  Hot dog sales   42.00   

Total Income:  5,160.00  10,037.21  10,480.00  
    
Expenses:     

Newsletters (3  Issues)  1,500.00  1,228.17  1,500.00  
Membership Letters  75.00  22.60  50.00  
COLA Newsletter for Directors  50.00  50.00  50.00  
Philadelphia Ins. Co./liability ins.   774.00  800.00  
Annual Report/Secretary of State  35.00  35.00  35.00  
LAA Membership dues to:     

Maine COLA  200.00  250.00  375.00  
Maine Audubon  45.00  45.00  45.00  
Maine Lakes Conservancy Institute  40.00  40.00  40.00  
Volunteer Lake Monitor Program  50.00  50.00  50.00  
Androscoggin River Watershed Council  50.00  50.00  50.00  
Pine Tree Council   20.00  20.0 0 
Maine Assn. of Non - Profits    50.00  

Lake Anasagunticook website  75.00  29.97  50.00  
Conference Fees  100.00  70.00  100.00  
Gifts (book, Eagle shirts, wrappings)  100.00  200.97  100.00  
Misc. Printing & Postage  75.00  21.14  50.00  
Misc. (water monitor supplies )  50.00  4.17  50.00  
Sales Tax on t - shirts  100.00  54.29  75.00  
Donations from the LAA Dam Fund  With approval of the Board of Directors  
Maine Council Invasive Aquatic Plants   200.00   
State Treasurer/exemption form   10.00   

    
Special Appropriations:     

501(c)(3) (Sec of State/amend purposes)  150.00  20.00  300.00  
Road Improvement  100.00   **500.00  

Total Expenses:  3,295.00  3,175.31  4,840.00  
    

Funds to purchase items for sale/accounted 
for above  

500.00  528.80  *500.00  

    

 
Fund Balances  

Total Assets  Unencumbered 
Funds  

Water Quality 
Monitoring Fund  

 
Dam Fund 

September 1, 2007  13,182.49  10,885.53  100.00  2,196.96  
Totals 10/ 27/ 2008  20,044.39  10,751.60  355.83  8,936.96  
     

Account Balances  Total Assets  Checking  Savings  6- month C Ds Petty 
Cash 

September 1, 2007  13,182.49  206.64  3,705.78  9,270.07  0 
Totals 10/ 27/ 2008  20,044.39  1,766.18  8,617.19  9,661.02  0 

*  Account can be replenished throughout the year with sales and reused  
**  New fund for road improvement associated project
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Does LakeSmart Foster  
Sustainable Behavior? 

 
 About a year ago, I attended an 
inspiring community-based social marketing 
workshop presented by Doug McKenzie-
Mohr, author of Fostering Sustainable 
Behavior.  While conventional marketing can 
help create public awareness, this social 
marketing strategy identifies and overcomes 
barriers to long-lasting behavior change.  It is 
on this model that DEPÕs LakeSmart 
program was designed.  In 2004, John and 
Beth Convey and I attended a work session 
on how to develop lake front property in a 
LakeSmart way.  Some of the first properties 
to be evaluated and receive awards were on 
our lake.  Twenty-five properties have now 
scored 67% or higher on evaluations and 
have received LakeSmart awards.  To learn 
more about LakeSmart and how these 
evaluations are  
made, go to their website at 
www.maine.gov/dep/blwq/doclake/lakesmart. 
 Fifty properties have been evaluated 
within the Anasagunticook watershed.  
Twenty-five qualified for awards and twenty-
two received recognition for achieving the 
LakeSmart standards in one or more of the 
four evaluation categories.  We are still third 
in the state behind Belgrade and Wilson 
Lakes.  We can continue to ask residents to 
have properties evaluated and our lake might 
move higher in this Òcompetition Ó or we 
could take a step back and decide what it is 
that we want to accomplish? 
 LakeSmartÕs goal is to raise awareness 
of the impact each of us has on the lake as we 
develop and maintain our property in the 
watershed.  Has our participation in 
LakeSmart over the past five years been 
successful?  I have stressed the fact that ours 
has been close to, if not the Òmost LakeSmart 
lake in the State Ó. Has this accomplished our 
goal?  What have we learned?  Do we still cut 
trees down to get a better view?  We want our 
lawns to look great, but do we still fertilize 
them without doing a soil test? Do we mow 
right down to the waterÕs edge?  
 Maybe we should take a survey of our 
membership to find out what impact our 
efforts have had on the lake?  Has the effort 
to improve the lake via the Lake Smart 
program paid dividends?  Has proper 
behavior been institutionalized?  Or are we 
still making the same decisions we did five 
years ago? 
Submitted by,  Judy Hamilton 
 mafinch@megalink.net (207-597-2604) 

 

 
 

Thanks to Our Neighbors 
 Every year we get together at the 
Hartford Beach to share some conversation, get 
reacquainted with neighbors, eat some lunch (if 
we remembered to bring it) maybe play some 
games, decorate a boat and buy tickets and 
hope our number is called so we can pick a 
prize.  And prizes there are many.  So thanks 
to all that donate and to the members, we 
encourage you to support these businesses: 

Canton Variety,  
Brettuns,  

Maple Lane Golf,  
Rocky’s Ace Hardware and  

The Carriage House. 
 In addition we on the Board thank the  
following members for providing items for  the 
beach raffle: 

Prudy Adams 
Judy Hamilton 
Mike Swanick 

Paul Taitt 
Tim and Mary Ellen Kirwan 

Cyndi Beauchesne 
Lee Holman 
Mike Wise 

Allen and Mac Ray 
Bill and Carolyn Gray 

Leslie and Daryl Boness 
Susan Johnsen 
Polly Bussiere 
John Convey 

Biff and Mary Atwater 
and 

Special Thanks to the following people who 
made the Red Soxs and Super Raffle Possible 

 
Ray and Polly Bussiere 

Marc Beaulieu 
The Adams Family 

Mike and Terri Swanick 
Jack and Gisele Atwater 

THANKS TO YOU ALLTHANKS TO YOU ALL 
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Remember to sign up for the 
LakeSmart program. We need more 

participants. 

 
Members Projects (no particular order) 
Finance Committee:  

Judy Hamilton, John Convey, Bill Gray 
Lake Water Quality:          Tom Hamilton 
Hiking Trails, Conservation:           Shawn 
Henderson 
Canton Liaison:           Rick Ray 
Hartford Liaison:   Judy Hamilton 
Canton Beach Railing:  Jack Atwater 
Wildlife & Loon Protection:  
     Buzz Croston, Rick Ray & Daryl Boness 
Lake Days & Social Events 
    Grace Goodrow & Dona Daigle 
501(c)(3)     Leslie Boness 
Invasive Plants   
Biff Atwater, Buzz Croston & John Convey 
Fund Raising:       Polly Bussiere & Judy 
Hamilton 
Web Site:    Terri Swanick 
Inventory of Gravel Roads:  Joe Cloonan 
LakeSmart Issues:  Judy Hamilton 
E-mail Distribution & Newsletter: Biff     
Atwater 
Wildlife & Loons: Buzz Croston & Rick Ray 
 

“High quality water is more than 
the dream of the 

conservationists, more than a 
political slogan; high quality 

water, in the right  
quantity at the right place at the 
right time, is essential to health, 

recreation, and economic 
growth.”   

Edmund Muskie 

Lake Day is August 8th, 
2009 Hartford Public Beach 
Bring Your Own Drinks and 

Food.  
11:00 am till 2:00 pm.  

Officers  
Serve for one year, no term limits. 

President: Biff Atwater 
Vice President: Bill Gray 
Secretary: Terry Hinkley 
Treasurer : Judy Hamilton 

Directors:  
Serve from one to three years 

1 Year:    Jack Atwater, Joe Cloonan,  
     Buzz Croston, Shawn Henderson 
 
2 Year:              Brenda Adams, 
Polly Brussiere, Leslie Boness, Rick Ray 
  
3 Year:  Donna Daigle Grace Goodrow 

Newsletter Editor: Biff Atwater 
 

CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR NEW 
INFO 

CLICK ON THE NEW DAM PAGES 
WWW.LAKEANASAGUNTICOOK.OR 
READ THE LATEST ABOUT THE 

DAM 
 

2009 Dues Due  
 How can you tell if you have 
paid your dues this year? Turn to 
the address label on this 
Newsletter. Just above your name 
and address, you will see the 
last year your dues were paid.  
If your label says Ò0000Ó, we  
have not yet been able to 
convince you of our need for your 
support.  Dues are  now $10 per 
person per year. Please join the 
Lake Association.  We have a lot 
of interesting projects.  


